
Género en la nueva política de 
salud Europea: mismo reto-

nueva oportunidad?

VIII Foro de Género y Salud November 2011

Madrid 14 Diciembre 2011

Isabel Yordi Aguirre

WHO Regional Office for Europe



Región Europea de la OMS
53 Member States, 886 Million people

Isabel Yordi Aguirre 



Female life expectancy at birth, CIS and EU 
member states
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Male life expectancy at birth, CIS and EU 
member states
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Level & Distribution of Health across Level & Distribution of Health across 
Europe by Key Social and Economic Europe by Key Social and Economic 
FactorsFactors

A girl born in Tajikistan is five 
times more likely to die while 

still in infancy than a girl born in 
Finland.

In Estonia a male graduate aged 25 
could expect to live 13 years longer 

than corresponding men with the 
lowest education

Children born in the UK 
to the least affluent 
families are 2.5 times 
more likely to fail to 
thrive during the first 
year of life than children 
born into the most 
affluent families.
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There is a 10 year gradient in life 
expectancy between men of different 

social groups in Turin, Italy

In Republic of Moldova  45.2% 
of children live in poverty & 
80% of these live in rural areas

In Europe, pregnancies among 
migrant women have 50% higher risk 

of perinatal mortality
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European Gender Summit, 8 
November 2011



Visión de Salud 2020 

“Our Vision is for a WHO European Region 
where all people are enabled and supported 

in achieving their 

full health potential and wellbeing and in which 

countries, individually and jointly, work towards 
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countries, individually and jointly, work towards 

reducing inequalities in health within the 
Region and beyond”



Salud 2020 
Enfoques estratégicos

• Enfasis en salud y bienestar

• El derecho a la salud y al acceso a cuidados

• La población en el centro

• Importancia de los determinantes sociales de salud,  
incluido género
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• Enfoque de toda la sociedad

• Enfoque de todo el gobierno

• Equidad, solidaridad y dignidad se encuentran entre los 
principios

European Gender Summit, 8 
November 2011



GéneroGénero en la en la políticapolítica de de saludsalud

• Equidad de género es un prerequisito para realizar el 
derecho a la salud

• Cómo es de efectivo un sistema de salud si no: 

– Llega a toda la población – cobertura

– Tiene el mismo impacto y beneficios para todos los 
grupos de población – resultados
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grupos de población – resultados

• Salud y bienestar van más allá del sistema de salud: 
para reducir desigualdades de salud hay que reducir las
desigualdades de género en la sociedad



WHO European Review on Social 
Determinants and the Health Divide

• Provide evidence on the nature 
and magnitude of health 
inequities across the European 
region

• Synthesize evidence on the 
most promising policy options 
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most promising policy options 
and interventions in diverse 
country contexts

• Investigate gaps in capacity and 
knowledge

=> Inform Health 2020



Albania DHS: illustration of results Childhood Mortality by 
Wealth

children of mothers with primary education or less are more likely to die before their first or fifth 
birthday than children of mothers with secondary education or higher (24/1000LB versus 18/1000 LB).
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Gender discrimination:  Attitudes towards wife beatings, 
ADHS 2010

Percentage who agree with at least one specified reason
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Interaction with other SDH: Percentage of women receiving no 
antenatal care by education in Armenia (2005)
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Source: Trends in maternal mortality:1990 to 2008. WHO 2010
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Retos operativos Health 2020

• Género como determinante de salud y bienestar: 
desigualdades o estilos de vida?

• Medición e información: qué datos? Y para qué?

• Acción intersectorial: quién hace qué?
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• Acción intersectorial: quién hace qué?

• Capacidad: podemos hacerlo? cómo?

• Traslado de marcos conceptuales a políticas

12/14/2011 European Gender Summit, 8 
November 2011
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CSDH FrameworkCSDH Framework
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Gender as a social determinant of healthGender as a social determinant of health

Gendered Structural DeterminantsGendered Structural Determinants
Structural Processes ↔ Social/Gender Structural Processes ↔ Social/Gender 

StratificationStratification

Discriminatory Discriminatory 

values, norms, values, norms, 

Differential exp & Differential exp & 

vulnerabilities to vulnerabilities to 

Structural causesStructural causes
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values, norms, values, norms, 

practices and practices and 

behaviours (A)behaviours (A)

vulnerabilities to vulnerabilities to 

diseases, disabilities diseases, disabilities 

and injuries (B)and injuries (B)

Biases in health Biases in health 

systems (C)systems (C)

Biases in health Biases in health 

research (D)research (D)

HealthHealth

OutcomesOutcomes

Social & Economic Social & Economic 

ConsequencesConsequences

Intermediary factorsIntermediary factors

ConsequencesConsequences
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El arco iris
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The Social Determinants of Health
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Retos políticos

• Equidad de género no es parte de la agenda de 
salud en Europa

• Crisis económica lleva a enfoques de eficiencia

• Responsabilidad individual vs reponsabilidad del 
sistema
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• Responsabilidad individual vs reponsabilidad del 
sistema

• Agendas múltiples que a veces compiten: 
determinantes sociales, el derecho a la salud, el 
ciclo de vida, efficiencia, economía de prevención, 
la diplomacia de la salud



Distintos enfoques pero
complementarios

• Mainstreaming – target

• Estructuras – agentes

• Sistema – responsabilidad individual
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• Sistema – responsabilidad individual

• Reducir el gap – vulnerabilidades

• Whole of government – sector salud

12/14/2011 Foro de Género y Salud
Madrid 14 Diciembre2011
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Son malos tiempos para la equidad?

• Crecimiento de las desigualdades

• Prioridades politicas relacionadas con 
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• Prioridades politicas relacionadas con 
crecimiento y reducción de costes

• Reducción de staff y de estructuras
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Oportunidades

• Consciencia del crecimiento de desigualdades

• Lecciones aprendidas: prácticas y experiencias

• Investigación y monitoreo
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• Investigación y monitoreo

• Más expertas/os

• Innovación

• Fuerza de las redes

12/14/2011 Foro de Género y Salud
Madrid 14 Diciembre2011
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